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IACP LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICY CENTER, “Domestic Violence Concepts and Issues Paper”, 2018. 3

Changes in the voice ranging from hoarseness to
complete voice loss (if unsure if this is present, of-
ficers should ask victims if their voice is “normal”
to them)

Wheezing

Difficulty swallowing

Difficulty breathing

Scratches, abrasions, or discoloration of the neck
Impressions in the skin, which might indicate use
of a ligature or similar object

Swelling of the tongue

Petechiae (ruptured capillaries in the eyes, under
the eyelids, on the face or neck)

Defensive fingernail marks on victim’s face, neck,
or chest.!*

* Atany time were his (or her) hands on your neck
or throat?

*  How long do you think his (or her) hands were on
your neck or throat?

« Do you have any current pain or discomfort?
Where and to what extent?

* Have you noticed any change in your voice or
speech?

« Are you having difficulty speaking or breathing?

« Do you have any pre-existing injuries?

« Are you pregnant or is there a possibility of you
being pregnant?

« Do you have any injuries that may be hidden by
clothing?

« Did you feel faint, dizzy, or like you were going to
pass out? Do you feel faint or dizzy now?

« Did you lose control of your bladder or bowels or
did you vomit?
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IACP LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICY CENTEI
Guidel

Strangulation Visible injuries
8! * Petechiae (pinpoint red spots about the area of constriction)
* Hemorrhaging, bruising

Non-visible injuries
* Scratch marks, scrapes, abrasions

* Difficulty ing, ble to breathe, hyper i

* Raspy voice, hoarse voice, coughing, unable to speak ¢ Bloody nose, broken nose

* Trouble swallowing, painful swallowing * Fingernail impressions

:x eck pain i « Swelling of neck or face

- Nausea, vomiting « Pulled/missing hair, bumps on head

andfor * Skull fracture/head injuries

Y
* Fainting/light-headedness N
* Headaches, head “rush”, ears ringing * Swollen tongue, swollen lips

* Disorientation, memory loss, “spaced out”
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